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Hone-All Precision Ltd’s 
new website is a key part of
the subcontract company’s
corporate image.  

This is a time of major differences 
in estimates of the UK’s reserves of
recoverable oil. The Government’s 2009
‘Blue Book’, published by the National
Office for Statistics, quotes 14.2 billion
barrels while industry body Oil and Gas
UK says 10 billion barrels will definitely
be extracted and 25 billion barrels is
recoverable – given more investment 
and favourable tax relief measures.

Estimates of UK gas reserves are made 
on the same basis as oil and are similarly
uncertain. What is certain, however, is that
investment in new technology, both here 
in the UK and world-wide, will continue in
response to the challenge of increasing
the yield from existing and future oil and
gas fields.  

So companies involved at all levels of 
the UK oil and gas supply chain have good
reason to be optimistic about their longer
term future. Precision machinist Hone-All
Precision Ltd, for example, has been
actively involved with the oil and gas
industry for several years and in
September, according to Colin Rodney,
Managing Director, will be exhibiting for
the first time at an Offshore Europe
exhibition. This, he explains, is because
the ISO 9001-accredited subcontractor has
matched its hard-won machining expertise
with a recently upgraded in-house
resource that is capable of servicing a
much wider customer base. 

Finished components can be up to 
250 mm diameter by 3 m long, with 

Hone-All Precision offering additional
services such as delivery and collection
within a 200-mile radius for contract or
large batch work; material purchase and
billeting; and component and material
marking for full traceability.  

“In recent years we have extended our
remit to include the precision machining
of the tough corrosion-resistant alloys
typically specified for oil and gas industry
components,” says Colin Rodney. “We have
also maintained our specialist skills in
honing, gun drilling and deep hole boring
as an essential part of our one-stop-shop
commitment to customers, whether in
aerospace, automotive or other equally
demanding industry sectors such as 
oil and gas.“            

The decision to move to a new
20,000 sq. ft. factory in Leighton Buzzard,

Bedfordshire, was taken and implemented
before the economic downturn began.
“The timing could perhaps have been
better,” says Andrea Rodney, Director,
“but we have undoubtedly benefited from 
a much improved shopfloor layout and a
more professional image overall. Having
double the space available in our previous
premises has enabled us to implement a
logical flow of work from delivery of raw
material to shipment of finish machined
components, which has minimised the
movement of heavy material and
components and contributed to shorter
lead times. This is crucially important to
our oil and gas industry customers as
unscheduled delays invariably result in
rapidly escalating costs further up the
supply chain.”          

The benefits that accrue from upgrading
Hone-All Precision’s corporate image are
more difficult to quantify, although Andrea
Rodney is adamant that any potential
customer visiting the new factory will be
impressed with the end result. “Since
completing the relocation we have added
two honing machines, a deep hole borer,
and a facing and centering machine to 
free up capacity on our CNC lathes,
without compromising our commitment 
to providing the best possible working
environment. We are proud of what has
been done and visitors are always
welcome to see for themselves what we
are achieving here. Alternatively, people
can log on to our new website or request 
a copy of our new company brochure.”     


